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LETTER 

"To  the  Belfast  First  Company  of 
Volunteers,  in  the  Provmce  of 
Ulfter. 


Gentlemen, 

ID  I D not  fee  till  lately  the  addreJs 
from  the  Belfaft  Firft  Company  of 
Volunteers  to  the  other  Corps  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ulfter,  or  I fhould  have  taken  an 
earlier  occafion  of  attending  to  fo  intereft*" 
ing  a publication,  in  which  fome  notice 
has  been  taken  of  my  public  conduct  in 
the  late  queftions  concerning  the  confti- 
B tution 
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tution  and  commerce  of  Ireland*  1 be- 
lieve it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  fay,  that 
my  anxious  endeavours  have  never  been 
wanting  to  promote  the  great  objects  of 
your  addrefs ; and  I have  beheld,  with 
great  fatisfadion,  *the  gradual  progrefs  of 
public  opinion  in  their  favour.  When 
fome  years  ago,  in  conjundlion  with  your 
refpedlable  countryman.  Lord  Nugent,  I 
introduced  a bill  for  a partial  emancipa- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  Ireland,  I foon 
perceived,  from  the  numerous  difficulties 
we  had  to  encounter,  that  arguments 
drawn  from  the  nature  of -trade,  the  au- 
thorities of  the  bed  writers,  as  well  as 
the  pradtice  of  the  mod  enlightened  na- 
tions, were  inefficient  to  the  great  pur- 
pofe  we  had  in  view,  unlefs  Ireland,  by  a 
vigorous  exertion,  did  judice  to  herfelf, 
^id,  by  doing  fo,  added  wealth  and  power 
to  the  Brltidi  empire  at  large.  I faw  the 
exertion  made  — the  confequences  were 

fuch 
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fuch  as  every  man  knew  they  muft  be.'— 
We  heard  no  more  of  addreffes  to  cramp 
the  induftry  and  reftrain  the  commerce 
of  a After  kingdom  ; the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  reftored  to  its  free*agency, 
and  confulting  its  own  wifdom,  and  not 
the  prejudices  of  a part  of  its  conftitu- 
ents,  by  one  liberal  and  comprehenfive 
adt,  admitted  Ireland  to  a participation  of 
every  commercial  privilege  it  remained 
in  our  power  to  offer  you.  Perhaps,  in 
fome  of  the  regulations  confequent  to  this 
change  of  fyftem,  Ireland  may  have  rea- 
fon  to  complain,  I enter  not  into  the  de- 
tail ; I fpeak  only  of  the  principle  of  e- 
quality  which  was  the  profefted  bafts  of 
thofe  regulations.  When  this  great  mea- 
fure  had  taken  place,  I was  often  aftced, 
by  perfons  unconneded  with  your  king- 
dom, Will  not  Ireland  be  fatisfied  now  ? 
Shall  we  hear  ftill  of  Irifti  grievances  ? 
My  anfwer  was  fuch,  as  the  reafon  of  the 
B2  things 
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thing’  and  your  declarations  fuggefted  to 

me. That  the  concefiion  made  by 

one  Parliament  might  be  retraced  by 
'^  another ; that  no  merchant  would  em- 
bark  his  property  on  fuch  a precarious 
‘‘  fecurity ; that  a free  trade  was  illufory, 
unlefs  fecured  by  a free  conftitution/* 
When  I recur  to  the  hiftory  of  this  me- 
morable tranfaClion,  I beg  not  to  be  un- 
derftood,  that  the  Minifter,  through 
whofe  hands  it  principally  pafTed,  appears 
to.  me  blamable  for  not  gratifying  by  the 
fame  adt  every  whh  and  pretenfion  of 
Ireland.  I voted  againft  him  in  feveral 
Iri/h  queftions,  but  I could  not  but  be 
fenfible  that  he  bad  a very  difficult  taik 
to  execute  ; that  he  was.  bound  to  attend 
to  the  temper,  and  accommodate  himfelf 
to  the  feelings  of  both  countries,  and 
guard  againft  a collifion  between  them. 
Had  he  attempted  four  years  ago  to  do 
(nore,  he  might  perhaps  have  been  dif- 

appointed 
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appointed  in  his  attempt,  and  involved 
the  peace  of  both  countries  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  difappointment.  Whoe- 
ver judges  of  the  Minilter  of  a free  coun- 
try in  very  critical  conjunftures,  \vithout 
a reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  day  on 
which  he  is  called  upon  to  adt,  will  often 
condemn  him  without  reafon  ; and  I will 
venture  to  add,  that,  if  you  compare  the 
late  Minifter’s  condudl  refpedling  Ireland 
with  that  of  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  lince 
the  days'  of  King  William,  you  wdil,  I 
think,  admit,  that,  inftead  of  deferving 
blame,  for  not  doing  more  in  favour  of 
Ireland,  he  is  entitled  to  your  good  opi- 
nion for  laying  the  foundation,  on  which, 
I truft,  a lure  fabric  of  public  liberty  and 
future  opulence  will  be  eredled.  I do  not 
make  this  obfervation  to  gratify  my  pri- 
vate feelings,  but  to  inculcate  this  prac- 
tical'truth  on  your  minds,  that  whatever 
you  have  obtained,  you  owe  to  your  own 

virtuous 
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virtuous  endeavours ; that  while  your  ob- 
je(Ss  are,  as  they  hitherto  have  been, 
founded  in  juftice,  and  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  you  cannot  fail  of  fuccefs ; and  that 
your  only  danger  is  from  the  adoption  of 
a belief,  that  all  is  already  obtained  which 
you  want  for  yourfelves  and  your  pofteri- 
ty.  In  mentioning  the  recent  tranfadion 
which  makes  the  fubjed  of  your  addrefs,, 
I beg  to  premife,  that  I fpeak  with  the 
utmoft  deference  to  the  judgments  of 
thofe  who  differ  with  me  in  opinion  ; , I 
look  up  to  many  of  them  as  ornaments 
to  their  country  and  to  human  nature, 
but  we  live  under  a Government  where 
public  queftions  may  be  freely  difcuffed:  I 
neither  affert  nor  think,  that  Ireland  has 
been  betrayed ; bat  my  convidion  tells 
me,  that  (he  deceives  herfelf,  if  (lie  fup- 
pofes  her  liberties  are  yet  built  on  a fure 
and  immoveable  foundation  * or  that  the 
bed  fecurity  has  been  given  for  the  future 
' ' " ' enjoy-. 
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enjoyment  of  them,  which  the  nature  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  pre-r 
fent  time,  enable  you  to  obtain.  A mi- 
nute review  of  the  tranfadtlon,  will  cor- 
roborate the  fentiments  you  have  pro- 
mulged  in  your  addrefs.  I never  remem- 
ber any  matter  more  eagerly  expcfted, 
fince  I have  fat  in  Parliament,  than  the 
opening  of  Mr.  Fox’s  plan  to  appeafe  the 
difcontents.of  Ireland  5 to  me,  who  knew 
particularly  the  anxious  ftateofthe  public 
mind,  every  day’s  delay  appeared  a cir- 
cumftance  of  danger,  but  delay  was  my 
only  apprehenfion.  The  Parliament  of 
Ireland  had  wifely  put  itfelf  at  the  head 
of  an  armed  community,  to  obtain  a re- 
cognition of  the  rights  which  belonged  to 
it,  and  I knew  that  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  was  too  prudent,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  to  decline  acceding  to  it. 
That  the  conceflions  Mr,  Fox  propofed 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  unclog- 
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ged  by  any  fpecies  of  condition ; that 
inftead  of  attempting  to  negociate  and 
make  a bargain,  he  placed  an  implicit  re- 
liance on  your  generofity,  is  a proof,  that 
he  knew  the  temper  of  a free  people ; and 
I gave  my  humble  tribute  of  thanks  to 
him,  and  to  his  colleagues^  for  their  man- 
ly condudl.  How  then  has  it  happened, 
that  fo  fair  a profpedl  has  been  darkened, 
and  that  public  difeontents  again  begin  to 
prevail  ? It  required  no  prophetical  fpirit 
to  foretel  that  it  could  not  be  otherwife. 
You  know  very  well,  that,  when  Mr.  Fox 
propofed  a refolution  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Declaratory  aft,  he  accompanied  it 
with  another,  ftating,  in  the  firft  part,  an 
Undoubted  truifm,  under  a ftipulation  of 
equal  trade  and  equal  liberty — “ That  the 
intereft  of  the  two  kingdoms  are  infepa- 
rable  5**  in  the  fecond  part,  ‘‘  That  their 
connexion  ought  to  be  founded  on  a 
folid  and  permanent  bafis.”“What  pof- 

fible 
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fible  interpretation  could  be  put  upon 
thefe  words,  but  that  further  meafures 
were  intended  to  be  taken  to  afcertain  the 
political  relation  of  the  two  countries  to 
each  other?  Ireland  had  done  her  part; 
file  had  ftated  the  extent  of  her  expedta- 
tions,  Ihe  had  declared  her  determination 
to  abide  at  all  events  by  the  fate  of  a lifter 
kingdom,  if  her  legiflative  independence 
was  admitted  s and  no  Minifter  could  be 
wild  enough  to  fuppofe,  that  her  Parlia- 
ment would,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant 
that  Ihe  afferted  her  rights  without  referve, 
admit  that  in  any  poflible  cafe  Great  Bri- 
tain Ihould  Icgiflate  for  her.  When  I talk 
of  poflible  cafes,  I always  mean  to  except 
the  power  to  regulate  the  fucceflion  to  the 
Crown,  which  is  the  only  inftance  I know 
of,  in  which  a power  of  controlling  every 
part  of  the  Britilh  dominions,  is  and  ought 
for  ever  to  remain  in  the  Britilh  Parlia- 
ment but  this  is  elFeftually  provided  for 
C by 
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by  the  Irlfh  ad,  declaring  the  perpetual) 
annexation  ofthe  crowns  of  both  kingdoms 
to  each  other.  However  thefe  words  may 
fince’have  been  cavHleH  at;  the  intention 
of  them  at  the  time  was  undoubtedly  thisy 
that  Great  Britain  would  fecure  by  an  adfc 
of  her  own  the  liberties  of'Irdand  from 
any  future  violation,  and  in  the  mean 
time  would  prove  her  fincefity  by  repeal^ 
ing  the  6th  of  Geo.  I. — If  the  repeal  then 
only  has  taken  place,  and  no  further  mea- 
fures  are  purfued  to  fecure  the  connexion 
on  a folid  and  permanent  bafis,  is  it  not  a 
confeflion  on  the  part  of  this  country,  that 
the  Minifters  have  left  the  great  .work  of 
fettlemerit  incomplete,  and  that  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  your  addrefs  is  founded 
in  truth,  and  a regard  to  the  joint  interefts 
of  both  kingdoms  ? Unconnedled  as  I 
was  with  the  Minifters  of  the  day,  but 
anxious  to  co-operate  with  them  in  their 
Jrifh  meafures,  I obferved  to  the  Houfe, 
that  unlefs  the  repeal  of  the  Declaratory 

adl 
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aft  was  attended  Sy  an  exprefs  renunei- 
ation  of  the  right  to  bind  Ireland  by 
BritiOi  afts  of  ‘parliament,  I knew  that 
Ireland  would  not  be  fatisfied  ; that  the 
bill  of  repeal  might  be  fo  framed  as  to 
anfwer  this  great  objeft,  but  that  unlefs 
the  reafons  for  originally  paffing  it  were 
difclaimed  in  the  preamble,  or  that 
enafting  words  were  introduced  into  the 
body  of  the  bill,  which  might  bind  the 
faith  and  honour  of  all  future  Parliamentsy 
**  it  could  not  but  be  received  by  the  IriiTi 
nation  as  an  half  meafure,  as  a conceffion 
owing  to  the  circiimftances  of  the  day, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  adhered  to  in 
future  times  j that.while  a long  bead-roll 
of  laws,  purporting  to  bind  Ireland,  re- 
mained  in  our  ftatute  book  unrepealed,  it 
would  leave  the  queftion  of  right  on  the 
worftpoffibleilTue  bet  ween  the  two  king- 
- doms,  each  having  conftitutlonal  argu- 
fy ments  to  refort  to  in  favour  of  its  refpec- 
C 2 tive 
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tive  prctenfions,and  that  doubtful  claJma 
had  been  in  every  age  the  curfe  of  man^ 
kind.  That  the  repeal  propofed  would 
only  carry  things  back  to  the  fituation 
they  were  in  before  the  6th  of  George 
the  Firft,  at  which  period  Great  Britain 
**  was  in  full  exercife  of  the  power  of 
binding  Ireland  ; that  no  man  could  fe-* 
rioufly  think,  that  becaufe  the  a6t  ‘ for 
the  better  fecuring  the  dependence  of 
Ireland’  was  at  an  end,  that  therefore 
**  the  dependence  itfelf  was  at  an  end  5 or, 
in  other  words,  that  by  taking  away  the 
**  regulation^  you  take  away  the  thing 
which  was  propofed  to  be  regulated.-- 
That  the  angry  afl:  which  pafled  fomc 
years  ago,  for  annihilating  the  affembly 
of  New  York,  in  cafe  of  a non-compli- 
ance  with  the  Mutiny  bill,  might  as  well 
be  argued  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  Bri- 
**  tifh  authority  In  America:  as  bothftatutes 
were  of  a fimilar  fort,  and  were  enadled 

for 
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^ forfimilarpurpofes,to produce  fubmiffion 
td  claims  as  old  as  the  common  law,  and 
which  could  not  be  deftroyed  by  impli- 
cation.  That  the  fame  motives  which 
induced  parties  in  a'private  tranfadion  of 
importance  to  guard  againft  ambiguity 
and  litigation,  by  reducing  the  agreement 
to  writing,  ought  to  prevail  among  na- 
“ tions.  That  the  ad:  of  Union  with  Scot- 
land  was  a proof  that  nations  may  con- 
elude  on  a certain  footing:  that  the 
‘‘  Scotch  nation  had  fecured  its  privileges 
**  by  a legal,  which  is  the  only  fecurity ; 
that  nothing  in  that  tranfadion  was  left 
to  oral  tradition  to  fupply, or  tothehiftory 
‘‘  of  the  times  to  expound  j that  the  record 
fpoke  for  itfelf,  and  no  article  of  it  ever 
had  been  or  ever  would  be  infringed, 
“ until  honour  and  faith  were  banifhed 
' “ from  the  globe,  becaufe  the  two  nations 
know  what  they  owe  to  each  other,  and 
the  law  is  the  common  umpire  between 

them. 
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them»  That  I thought  a country,  cir^ 
cumftanced  as  Ireland  is,  inferior  in 
ftrength,  and  dependent  in  fo  many  cir^ 
cumilances  on  the  Councils  o(  Great 
Pritain,  would  not  confent  to  hold,  on  a 
mere  conftrudtive  fecurity,  the  enjoy?- 
ment  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  her; 
that  I confidered  the  omiffion  of  Ireland 
in  the  Marine  Mutiny  bill,  to  which  the 
houfe  had  agreed  with  a fingle  diffenting 
voice  on  a motion  frorn  me  but  a few 
weeks  before  (though  nolrifh  law  at  that 
time  exifted  for  the  government  of  the 
many  recruits  which  are  raifed  in  Ireland 
for  the  marines)  as  a fure  indication  of 
the  willingnefs  of  Parliament  to  abandon 
all. interference  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  Ireland  ; that  the  great  objedl  after 
‘‘  that  to  be  provided  for  was,  that  the  Irifh 
merchant  might  in  future  navigate  the 
“ high  feas,  wherever  his  om\  induftry 
might  lead  him  to  the  befl  market,  un- 

reftrained 
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reftrained  by  any  power  which  could  be- 
interefted  in  checking  his  profperity,and 
fubjedl.  only  to  the  neceffary  reftriftion 
of  not  holding  intercourfe  with  the  ene- 
“ mies  of  his  fovereign ; that  the  fimple 
**  repeal  of  a bullying  ftatute,  which  origi- 
**  nated  in  a conflift  about  the  judicature  of 
Ireland,  was  at  bell  a very  aukward,  if 
not  inadequate,  mode  of  fettling  the 
controverfy  about  the  independence  of 
«  •  **  her  legiflature,” 

• As  this  argument,-  which  I happened 
to  be  the  firft  perfon  who  ftarted  in  ei- 
ther kingdom,  has  fince  been  moft  ably 
enlarged  upon  by  Mr,  Flood,  I am 
afliamed  to  detain  you  by  repeating  any 
part  of  it : the  force  of  it,  however  ill 
expreffed  by  me,  was  abundantly  felt ; 
feveral  members  expreffed  their  ac- 
quiefcence  in  it ; and  Mr.  Fox  declared, 
that  as  giving  fatisfaftion  to  Ireland  was 

the 
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the  great  objed  he  had  in  view,  he  {houki 
fo  frame  the  bill  as  to  anfwer  that  defi- 
rable  purpofe.  You  remember,  Gentle- 
men,  that  much  time  elapfed  between 
the  agreement  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  the  two  refolutions,  and  the  pro- 
dudion  of  the  bill  of  repeal.  The  world 
naturally  fuppofed,  that  the  interval  was 
employed  in  confulting  the  firft  lawyers 
of  both  kingdoms,  and  that  an  ad  of  final 
fettlement  would  arife  out  of  fo  much 
confultation  and  correfpondence.  You 
may  judge  therefore  of  my  furprife,  and 
of  that  of  many  others,  when  we  found 
that  fuch  expedatlons  had  been  raifed  to 
fo  little  purpofe,  and  that  the  minifterial 
plan  confifted  of  a fimple  repeal  of  the 
Declaratory  ad.  A furprife  which  no- 
thing could  heighten  but  the  anfwer  I re*- 
ceived  from  perfons  in  the  higheft  autho- 
rity, to  a propofal  I made  of  amending  it 
in  the  manner  I have  defcribed.  Ire- 

land 
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land  does  not  wifli  it Ireland  is  fa-^ 

tisfied  with  the  bill  in  its  prefent  form : 
we  are  fo  altui*ed  by  thofe  who  ftand 
higheft  in  the  confidence  of  the  nation^ 
with  whom  the  Irilh  adrniniflratlon  is 
‘‘  in  the  habit  of  confulting/*  To  fiich 
information  I thought  myfelf  bound  to 
fubmit.  I know  there  are  perfons  in  Ire- 
land who  ridicule  the  idea  of  a renuncia- 
tion by  Great  Britain,  and  who  aik,  with 
a pride  I think  much  mifplaced,  ‘‘  Shall 
Ireland  owe  any  part  of  her  conftitu- 
tional  fecurity  to  a'BritIfh  adl  of  parli- 
“ ament  ? If  (he  does,  the  fame  power 
which  gives  may  refume.  If  flie  calls 
‘‘  for  a renunciation  of  any'  authority, 
fhe  indiredly  admits  its  exiftence.**  As 
to  the  former  queftion,  I have  no  doubt 
of  anfwering,  Yes ; if  the  bill  is,  bona  jidt\ 
what  it  profefles  to  be.  If  indeed  the 
preamble  ftated  the  rightful  claim  of 
Great  Britain-  to  bind  you,  fuch  a bill 
D would ' 
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would  be  inadmiOible,  even  although  in 
the  enadling  part  the  exerclfe  of  it  was 
renounced ; becaufe,  if  grounded  on  expe- 
diency, notwithftanding  the  apparent  re- 
linquifliment,  it  might  be  confidered  as 
a frefli  declaration  of  the  right  or  if  the 
renunciation  was  confined  to  any  parti- 
cular part  or  fubjedl  of  legiflation,  as  for 
inftance,  to  the  internal  concerns  of  Ire- 
land, it  might  be  conftrued  unfavoura- 
bly to  the  freedom  of  your  navigation, 
becaufe  omitted  in  the  adl.  But  if  the 
provifion  is  general,  and  the  language  in 
which  it  is  exprefied  is  unambiguous,  it 
mufc  be  a complete  fecurity,  as  no  nation 
could  think  of  reviving  a claim,  of  which 
by  fo  folemn  an  aft  of  her|own  (he  had 
diverted  herfelf.  As  to  the  latter  quef- 
tion,  fuch  a fophifm-  cannot,  I think, 
have  impofed  upon  any  man.  There  is 
a clear  dirtindlion,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
between  rights  and  claims,  which  has 
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marked  in  all  ages  the  condud  of  na- 
tions towards  each  other,  as  well  as  of 
fubjeds  at  many  memorable  periods 
towards  the  governments  under  which 
they  lived.  You  may  fafely  admit, 
‘that  Great  Britain  has  long  claimed  a 
right  to  bind  you  by  her  laws,  becaufe 
that  is  only  the  admifficn  of  an  hif- 
'torical  fad,  and  does  not  imply  that 
fhe  had  a particle  of  juft  right.  The 
king  of  Pruffia,  in  every  tranfadion  with 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  demands  a con- 
firmation of  the  original  ceffion  of  Silefia 
to  his  family ; can  fuch  a demand  be 
tortured  into  an  admiflion  on  his. part, 
that  Auftria  has  a right  to  re-enter  upon 
that  antient  part  of  her  dominions  ? If 
that  reafoning  is  juft,  Magna  Charta  was 
a prerogative  meafure,  and  the  barons 
who  called  upon  king  John  to  do  them 
juftice  in  the  field,  by  that  call  admitted 
D2  . all 
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all  his  ufurpations  to  be  legal.  How  much 
would  their  plain  fenfe  have  revolted  a- 
gainft  fuch  a fallacy  ? Their  obje(!d:  was 
rational  and  wife ; thev  wdfhed  to  main- 
tain their  loyalty  to  their  king,  but 
they  wifhed  alfo  to  maintain  their  own 
' liberties  : they  knew  that  both  king 
and  people  are  equally  unhappy,  uh' 
Jus  eji  njagum  et  incognitum  j that  the  li- 
mits of  power  ought  to  be  permanently 
fixed  5 that  fubjefts  ought  equally  to 
know  what  they  owe  to  the  Ibvereign, 
a\id  the  fovereign  what  he  owes  to  his 
fubjedls.  The  cafe  of  confederated  na- 
tions under  a common  fovereign,  calls 
equally  for  plain  and  immoveable  land- 
marks of  law.  Who  can  contemplate 
the  unhappy  war  in  which  we  are  at  pre- 
fent  involved  with  the  colonies,  without 
perceiving  that  it  arofe  from  the  undefin- 
ed and  unexplained  nature  of  their  govern- 
ments ? 
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ments  ? That  if  fuch  an  happy  bccafion  of 
temperately  adjufting  our  refpedive  pre- 
tenfioiis-had  arifen  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  as  the  prefent  moment  of- 
fers to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  an  ocean 
of  kindred  blood  had  been  faved  : but  the 
hiftory  of  this  war  furnifhes  us  with  an 
exad:  precedent  of  what  ought  to  be  done. 
The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  did,  in 
exprefs  terms,  for  ever  abandon  all  right 
to  tax  America : I do  not  recolledl:,  that 
the  competency  of  parliament  to  pafs  fuch 
an  ad:  was  called-in  queftion,  though- 
fome. objected  to  the  policy  of  it : but  no 
man  wnll  ferioufly  contend,  that  if  peace 
had  taken  place  with  the  colonies,  on  the 
foundation  of  that  ftatute,  any  American 
would  have  apprehended  a future  exercife 
of  the  power  of  taxing;  though  it  is 
within  the  compafs  of  poffibllity,  that  one 
parliament  may  revoke  the  meafures  of 
another.  Admitting  that  poffibility  to 

have 
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have  weight,  does  it  follow,  that  becaufe 
you  cannot  guard  againft  every  poffiblc 
contingency,  that  you  Should  not  take 
every  precaution  which  human  prudence 
can  fuggeft  ? In  ftiort,  if  an  exprefs  and  di- 
redl  fecurity  was  to  be  given  to  America, 
againft-  the  encroachments  of  a power 
which  £he  dreaded,  why  was  a conftrue- 
tivc  one  deemed  fufficient  for  Ireland? 
Were  the  difference  not* founded  in  reafon 
and  in  law,  but  exifted  only  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  men,  a wife  government  ought 
carefully  to  avoid  itj  for  that  policy  rnuft  be 
fatal  to  fociety,  which  furniflies  a pretence 
to  fuppofe  that  in  proportion  as  the  fukyedl 
is  orderly  in  his  deportment,  obedient  to  the 
laws,  and  loyal  to  his  Sovereign,  his  rights 
are  to  be  confidered  as  doubtful,  and  the 
tenure  of  his  liberty  becomes  infecure. 
I perceive  a difpofition  to  judge  feverely 
of  the  motives  of  every  man  who  pre- 
fumes  to  think  or  to,  fay  that  any  part  of 
: of 
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of  this  trahfadlion  has  been  unwife  or 
equivocal;  'and  the  generous  feelings  of 
the  Irlfh  nation,  not  their  found  fenfe,  is 
appealed  to,  to  refift  any  further  attempt 
to  clear  up  the,  terms  under  which  they 
and  their  pofterity  are  to  remain  in  future 
connedled  with  Great  Britain.  If  the 
fubjedl  was  not  of  the  utmoft  moment,  if 
it  was  not  equally  the  intereft  of  both 
kingdoms  to  fettle  the  controverfy  on  fuch 
grounds  that  no  rafh  minifter  may  here- 
after venture  to  revive  it,  I fhould  think 
I did  the  office  of  a bad  citizen  even  in 
expreffing  thefe  fentiments  to  you:  but 
the  people  of  Ireland  are  not  now  to  learn, 
that  antient  claims  are  reluftantly  parted 
with  by  any  people ; that  the  parliament 
of  - Great  Britain  has  immemoriallv  exer- 
cifed  the  right  of  binding  Ireland  by  laws, 
and  that*  your  anceftors  have  acquiefced 
under  and  fubmitted  to  thofe  laws:  they 
are  not  now  to  learn,  that  the  councils  of 

every 
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every  government  are  fluduating  and  un-^ 
certain,  but  that  the  love  of  pov^er  is  a 
feature  which  diftingulfhes  them  at  all 
times.  If  they  want  an  inftancc,  they 
cannot  but  recoiled,  that  the  fame  Britifh 
parliament  which  repealed  the  ftamp  ad, 
impofed  three  years  aftdwards  a tea  ad^ 
which  could  never  have  happened,  if  in- 
* dired  and  conftrudive  promifes  were  held 
in  the  fame  facred  light  as  pofitive  and 
fpecific  engagements  : but  politicians,  who 
will  try  to  evade  the  one,  are  not  fo  dar^ 
ing  as  to  violate  the  other.  That  no  fuch 
attempt  as  I now  allude  to  will  be  made 
under  the  prefent  circumftances,  or  per- 
haps in  the  prefent  age,  while  the  flrength 
of  Ireland  is  equal  to  her  fpirit,  and  the 
particulars  which  diftinguiflied  the  hiftory 
of  hit  winter  are  frefh  in  every  man’s 
memory,  I moft  readily  admit;  but  he 
muft  have  read  hiftory  with  very  little  atn 
tention,  who  will  venture  to  aflert,  or  who 
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will  advifc  his  country  to  ail  upon  the 
aflertion,  that  fuch  a cafe  is  impoffible 
ever  to  happen.  Your  ifland  has  made  a 
wonderful  effort  in  arming  and  difciplin- 
ing  a whole  people,  but  you  have  had  two 
ftrong  and  equally  honourable  motives  for 
doing  fo ; you  had  your  coaft  to  defend 
againft  a foreign  enemy^  and  a conftitution 
to  fecure  againft  a foreign  jurifdidlion.  A 
peace  will  naturally  remove  the  firft  of 
thefe  apprehenfions,  and  when  the  bulk  of 
the  nation  is  perfuaded  that  the  indepen- 
dency of  your  legiflature  is  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  violence  or  of  fedudlion,  it  is 
in  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  that  the 
military  aflbeiations,  to  which  you  owe  fo 
much,  will  infenfibly  decline.  Peace  too, 
by  reducing  the  intereft  of  money,  will 
enable  the  Irilh  merchants  to  borrow,  and 
avail  themfelves  of  that  free  commerce, 
by  which,  from  the  adverfe  circumftances 
of  the  laft  three  years,  you  fcarcely  per- 
E ceive 
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ceive  yourfelves  to  be  benefitted.  The 
encreafe  of  a commercial,  always  operates 
to  the  abatement  of  the  military  fpirit  of 
a country  : as  labour  rifes  in  value,  the 
facrifice  of  time,  which  the  keeping  up 
of  military  habits  requires,  will  be  much 
enhanced ; and  if  any  plan  like  that  of 
the  Engiilh  militia  f[:iall  be  adopted,  the 
•bulk  of  the  people  will  infenfibly  begin  to 
think,  that  to  them  the  bufinefs  of  arms 
exclufively  belongs.  The  public  fpirit  of 
Ireland  may  perhaps  retard,  but  cannot 
prevent  the  operation  of  that  jealoufy, 
which  the  difference  of  a militia  paid  by, 
and  a militia  gratuitoufly  ferving  the  pub- 
lic, will  occafion  : and  you  cannot  be  ig- 
norant that  thole  weak  men  among  us, 

, who  fee  matter  of  alarm  in  the  extent  and 
fpirit  of  your  affociatious,  have  uniformly 
wifhed,  by  railing  one  armed  body  againft 
another,  to  feparate  the  national  force 
which  they  could  not  break.  You  who 

live 
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live  on  the  fpot,  are  the  heft  judges  whe- 
ther any  fuch  cc.nfequences  are  likely  to 
arife  for  fome  time ; but  I fee  enough  to 
convince  me,  that  fuch  a thing  may  hap- 
pen. ‘ If  then,  on  one  hand,  J may  fup- 
pofe,  the  national  force  of  Ireland  may  de- 
cline, on  the  other  hand  it  may  be  pre- 
furned,  that  Great  Britain,  by  rigid  ceco- 
nomy  and  accommodating  her  condudl  in 
every  refpedl  to  her  circumftances,  may, 
^fter  ;a  few  years  peace,  recover  a great 
proportion  of  her  ftrength.  To  her  com- 
merce alone  (he  muft  look,  as  the  foun- 
dation of  both  revenue  and  navy ; and 
being  for  the  firft  time  deprived  of  feveral 
branches  fhe  formerly  enjoyed,  (he  will 
naturally  watch  thofe  which  remain  in 
her  power  with  a more  fharp-fighted  jea- 
loufy  than  ever.  Perhaps  the  fears  for- 
merly exprefled  of  a free  trade  to  Ireland, 
may  in  fome  inftances  prove  true  at 
the  period  which  I fuppofe,  and  a 
E 2 pre- 
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preference  be  given  at  a foreign  mar- 
ket to  fome  articles  of  Irifli  manufac- 
ture. Inftead  of  exerting  himfelf  to  re- 
cover the  ground  he  has  loft  by  improv- 
ing the  quality  of  his  goods,  we  know  a 
merchant's  firft  idea  is  to  apply  for  a pro* 
hihition  and  a monopoly.  What  recep- 
tion will  the  minifter  of  Great  Britain 
give  to  fuch  an  application?  Were  Scot- 
land the  objedt  of  jealoufy  to  the  Englifli 
merchant,  the  minifter  would  tell  hini  to 
look  into  the  articles  of  Union,  which  had 
exprefsly  bound  up  the  queftion  between 
the  nations  for  ever.  Has  Ireland  fuch  a 
fixed  conftitution  to  boaft  of?  In  what 
page  of  the  ftatute-book  of  either  king- 
dom is  it  to  be  found  ? Have  you  enabled 
the  Britifh  minifter  to  point  out  to  the 
merchant,  that  the  thing  he  applies  for  is 
impoffible  ? The  merchant  will  naturally 
fay,  that  he  knows  of  many  Englifli 
“ laws  which  are  yet  in  force  againft  Ire- 
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land,  becaufe  he  never  heard  that  an  a£l 
of  parliament  could  be  got  rid  of  but  by 
**'an  adlual  repeal':  that  as  thefe  reftric* 
tions  operated  before  the  declaratory  adl 
“ was  in  being,  they  muft  have  equal  au- 
‘^'  thority  after  it  is  expunged  and  for- 
**  gotten  : that  he  knows  at  the  time  of 
the  repeal,  it  was  not  confidered  as  a 
“ renunciation  of  the  right  in  either  king'^ 
dom.”  He  will  produce  the  declara- 
tions  of  minifters,who,at  the  very  moment 
of  propofing  the  meafure,  held  up  the  ne- 
celEty  of  one  controlling  authority  thro* 
the  whole  empire ; he  will  fay  alfo, 
“ that  the  Irifli  legiflature,  having  thefe 
fpeeches  in  their  hands,  yet  admitted 
that  a repeal  was  fufficient  without  a 
renunciation  : that  although  particular 
bodies  of  men  had  thanked  Mr.  Flood 
for  his  advice,  no  ftep  was  taken  in  con- 
fequence  of  it ; and  that  the  bulk  of  the 
nation,  though  they  found  they  had  not 
. ...  obtained 


( 3°  ); 

obtained  .that  conftitution  which  .they 
confidered  as  their  birthright;- yet  id]fn 
claimed  any  further  .call  on  thejuftice 
of  Great  Britain.*’  " - 

Perhaps-  in  addition : to  thefe  argumer^ 
(drawn  from  hiftory  and  frornjaw,  it  may 
be  fuggefted  to  the  minift.<r,,that_,the  ex^ 
periment  may  fafely  be  tried  ';  that  if  he 
ufes  general  words  in  .applying  the  re* 
ftraint,  he  may  afterwards  declare '•thaj: 
Ireland  is  or  is  not  comprehended  accords 
ing  to  the  event.  If  ^the  -Irifh  nation, 
abating  as  (he  grows-  richer  in-her.eager- 
nefs  for  liberty,  and  unwilling  to  riique  a 
conteft  with  a kingdom  to  which  Ihe  is 
fo  clofely  allied,  acquiefce$  for  a moment, 
the  boafted.acquifitions  of  1782  are  at  one 
ftroke  annihilated  5 one  precedent  lays  the 
ground-work  of  another,  and  the  trade 
of  Ireland  again ' will  be  trampled  upon 
by  every -combination  of  petty  traders, 
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who  fancy  they  fee  their  own  advantage 
in  her ‘humiliation.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
her  fpirit  continues  high ; if  (he  claims  her 
rights  in  that  firm  but  temperate  language, 
which*  the  confeioufnefs  of  a good  caufe 
never  fails  to  infpire ; the  minifter  who  is 
tinjufl:  enough  to  make  the  attempt,  will 
afterwards  be  fo  mean  as  to  difclaim  it ; 
it  will  be  called  a clerical  error,  or  the 
unmeaning  jargon  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe ; 
The  apology  may  perhaps  be  accepted, 
and  a further  attempt  againft  the  rights  of 
Ireland  be  adjourned  till  a more  favour- 
able occafion.  Whoever  fees  no  danger 
from  the  (late  of  things  which  I have  en- 
deavoured to  deferibe,  mart  be  a bolder 
man  than  I profefs  to  be.  He  is  much 
miftaken  if  he  thinks  that  an  increafe  of 
weight  thrown  into  the  popular  fcale  of 
Great  Britain,  will  diminifh  the  rifque ; 
The  freeft  governments  are  always  the 
moft  jealous  of  their  dependencies  ; the 
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refpedl:  they  ,(hew  to  the  privileges  of 
others,  is  not  proportioned  to  the  anxiety 
they  profefs  for  their  own,  and  the  more 
immediately  we  are  connedled  with,  and 
dependent  on  the  people  who  eleft  us, 
the  more  liable  we  fhall  be  to  adl  under 
thefe  impreffions,  which  muft  ever  be  of 
a popular  caft  in  a trading  kingdom,  unlefs 
guarded  againft  by  fixed  barriers  of  law. 
But  we  are  told,  all  this  may  poffibly  be 
true,  but  the  honour  of  the  Irifli  nation  is 
committed:  that  it  would  ill  become  a 
parliament,  who  were  parties  to  the  tranf- 
adlion  in  queftion,  to  impeach  their  own 
adlj  that  it  would  fully  the  national  cha- 
racter, and  hazard  a rupture  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  If  this  is  really  your  litua- 
tion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  addrefs  you  in 
the  language  of  congratulation ; but  I deny 
thefe  affertions  to  be  grounded.  In  the 
firft  place,  your  honour  is  bound  to  Great 
Britain  in  this  fenfe,  that  being  called 

upon 
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upon  to  ftate  all  your  demands,  you  ought 
not  now  to  add  to  the  number  of  them. 

I admit  this  to  be  true  in  its  fullefl:  extent, 
but  the  independency  of  your  legifiature 
was  the  fine  qua  non  of  your  demand ; and 
if  by  mifmanagement,  or  any  other  caufe, 
that  is  not  fully  fecured,  the  cbjedtion 
does  not  apply.  You  do  not  demand  any 
new  conceffion,  w^hen  you  require  that 
thofe  of  laft  winter  may  be  more  fatisfac- 
torily  explained.  In  the  next  place,  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Ireland,  being  pledged  to  their  cou'ntry  to 
obtain  a free  confliitution,  could  afterwards 
pledge  themfelves  to  Great  Britain  to  ac- 
cept of  lefs ; that,  in  other  words,  they 
could  bind  themfelves  to  a fimple  repeal, 
when  that  repeal  did  not  amount  to  a re- 
nunciation, is  to  fuppofe  the  groffefl:  ab- 
furdity ; becaufe  the  demand  of  redrefs, 
implies  the  demand  of  every  thing  which 
is  requifite  to  that  redrefs.  No  man  of 
F honour 
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honour  can  think  a promife,  haffily  made 
to  one  man,  can  vacate  a folemn  engage- 
ment previoufly  entered  into  with  ano- 
ther. No  body  of  men  ever  was  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  as  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land is  contended  to  be  at  this  moment ; 
that  from  a punftillo  of  honour  to  Great 
Britain,  it  is  their  duty  to  overlook  what 
they  owe  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  I 
do  not  impute  fuch  a fentiment  to  any 
individual,  in  either  of  thofe  refpedlable 
affemblies  for  which  I profefs  the  greatefl: 
veneration,  and  whofe  overlight,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  I fincerely  lament,  but 
cannot  attribute  to  any  bad  motive.  I 
only  ftate  the  abfurd  confequence  to 
which  the  argument  immediately'  leads^ 
that  Ireland,  not  having  obtained  the  ob- 
of  her"  requifition,  is  yet  precluded 
from  any  further  means  of  attaining  it. 
Your  addrefs  has,  I think,  (hewn  from 
the  proceedings,  that,  literally  and  in 
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point  of  faft,  neither  Houfe  did  enter  in- 
to any  fuch  rafli  ftipulation  : but  I do 
not  depend  folely  upon  that ; I admit, 
for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  your  par- 
liament has  made  Inch  a falfe  ftep.  Is  the 
body  of  the  nation  bound  to  acquiefce 
under  it  ? Would  every  effort  on  their 
part  to  retrieve  it  be  unconftitutional  ? 
This  appears  to  me  one  of  the  few  cafes 
in  which  the  immediate  interpofition  of 
the  people  is  to  be  juftified.  The  quef- 
tion  is  really  this,  Shall  Ireland  have  a 
parliamentary  conftitution  or  not  ? for 
that  body  is  improperly  called  a parlia- 
ment, whole  deliberations  are  liable  to  be 
controlled  by  any  authority  upon  earth. 

If  in  the  beginning  of  this  great  bufinefs, 
while  both  Houfes  were  fitting,  you  took 
the  management  of  it  upon  yourfelves,  is  ' 
there  any  motive  of  delicacy  towards  par- 
liament, which  hinders  you  from  fetting 
the  lad  hand  to  it  during  a recefs  ? If 
F 2 there 
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there  is,  I hope  a fpcedy  meeting  of  the 
Irifh  parliament  will  remove  the  difficul- 
ty. Many  reafons,  I fhould  fuppofe, 
will  make  this  meafure  neceffary.  The 
Iriffi  fuitor  muft  feel  an  inequality  in  the 
adminiftration  of  juflice,  if  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  is  not  open  every  v/inter,  as  the 
Britiffi  is,  for  the  determination  of  ap- 
peals ; and  as  the  fettlement  of  Iriffi  ef- 
tates  can  be ' regulated  in  future  only  by 
Iriffi  ads,  the  circumibances  of  private 
fi\milies,  and  the  neceffary  circulation  of 
property,  will  require  very  frequent  meet- 
ings of  parliament,  which  is  become  in 
modern  times  a general  court  of  convey- 
ancing for’the  fubjcd ; but  I apprehend 
alfo,  that  the  late  meafure  of  adopting 
Engliffi  laws  into  the  ftatute-book  ofTre- 
land,  not  by  particular  enumeration,  but 
by  general  defcription,  cannot  long  re- 
main exadly  as  it  now  is,  as  nothing  but 
the  urgency  of  the  moment,  and  the  ne- 

ceffity 


( 37  ) 

ceffity  of  fecuring  private  titles,  could  juf- 
tify  the  fending  the  fubjeds  of  Ireland  to 
read  the  Englifh  ftatutes,  and  fearch  in 
them  for  the  rule  of  their  actions.  Sure- 
ly when  a time  for  more  deliberation  is 
permitted,  it  will  be  thought  better  to 
pafs  diftindly  and  feparately  Irilh  laws 
with  fimilar  provifions.  That  the  trade 
of  the  two  kingdoms  muft  be  put,  in 
many,  and  perhaps  moft  inftances,  on  an 
equal  footing,  or  the  fame  foreign  treaty 
which  applies  to  the  one  will  not  be  ap- 
plicable to  the  other,  I readily  admit.  But 
it  is  by  no  means  a matter  of  indiffe- 
rence how  this  is  done ; for  if  you  do 
it  by  reference  to  Englifh  ftatutes,  and 
by  a general  provifion,  that  fuch  as  confer 
equal  benefits,  and  impofe  equal  reftraints, 
fhall  be  in  force  in  Ireland,  you  transfer 
the  power  of  deciding  how  long  they  fhall 
fo  continue,  with  regard  to  yourfelves, 
from  your  own  -legiflature  to  another. 

- But 


( 38  ) 

Bat  when  I am  writing  to  a corps  of 
Ulfter  volunteers,  I cannot  omit  the  criti- 
cal fituation  of  the  linen  trade,  and  my 
apprehenfions  of  its  decline,  if  it  exifts 
much  longer,  by  connivance  only,  and 
without  the  fandlion  of  law ; as  thofe 
who  are  concerned  in  it  muft  feel,  that 
the  affurances  of  the  linen  board  under 
which  they  at  prefent  aft,  are  inadequate 
to  their  fecurity,  and  that  in  a country 
governed  by  law,  parliament  alone  is  com- 
petent to  give  them  complete  relief.  But 
if  tbefe  reafons  are  not  deemed  fufficient, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  late  arrangements 
make-  annual  fefiions  of  your  parliament 
indifpenfably  neceffary.  While  Great 
Britain  exercifed  the  power  of  making 
laws  for  you  ; To  grant  money,  and  to  re- 
gulate the  internal  police  of  the  kingdom, 
were  the  only  objefts  of  deliberation  to 
your  parliament;  from  foreign  politics 
you  were  totally  excluded,  your  foreign 
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trade  was  regulated  by  negociations  on 
which  you  never  were  confulted,  and.  of 
which  you  fcarcely  knew  any  thing ; you  . 
were  involved  in  the  confequences  of 
every  war  which  Great  Britain  thought  it 
her  intereft  to  undertake,  but  though  you 
partook  of  every  burthen,  you  never 
(hared  till  a late  period  any  of  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  her  fuccefs.  How 
different  is  your  fituation  now?  For  the 
firft  time  you  affume  that  rank  and  im- 
portance which  belongs  to  you  in  the 
councils  of  the  empire.  Great  Britain, 
deferted  by  every  nation  which  fhe  has 
fucceffively  loaded  with  obligations,  finds 
in  a neglefted  fifter  fuch  refources,  as  a 
liberality  of  conduct  towards  her  could 
alone  draw  forth,  and  v/hich  no  foreign 
alliance  could  fupply ; while  Ireland 
thinks  herfelf  repaid  for  every  effort  by 
the  confideration,  that  the  value  of  her 
friendfhip  is  properly  underftood,  and 
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that  In  every  future  queftion  of  war  and 
of  peace,  of  commerce  and  of  politics,  the 
fenfe  of  the  Iri(h  public  will  have  its  due 
weight.  If  this  change  of  fyflem  ap- 
pears to  you,  as  it  does  to  me,  a new  sera 
of  happinefs  to  both  kingdoms,  how  pain- 
ful is  the  recolleftion,  that  any  thing 
{hould  be  wanting  to  fecure  a enjoy- 
ment of  it ! 

Two  meafures  have  been  propofed  for 
this  purpofe;  the  one  by  an  Irifli  law, 
declaring  that  in  cafe  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  foall  affent  to  an  act  of  parliament 
purporting  to  bind  Ireland,  then  and  from 
thenceforward  the  law  which  annexes  the 
crown  of  Ireland  infeparably  to  that  of 
England,  fliall  ipfo  fadio  be  repealed.  The 
other,  by  obtaining  an  Englifli  law,  to 
difclaim  all  legiflative  authority  over  Ire- 
land. With  refped:  to  the  former,  I am 
far  from  combating  the  expediency  of 
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an  Iri{h  bill  of  rights : fuch  a meafure, 
properly  framed,  may  be  of  great  advan- 
tage ; but  I cannot  believe  the  Irilli  par- 
liament will  readily  give  it  a fanftion, 
which  eventually  feparates  the  kingdoms, 
and  impeaches  the  title,  of  future  kings, 
on  a contingency  taking  place,  owing 
perhaps  to  carelelTnefs,  and  not  to  fyftem; 
to  the  ignorance  of  individuals,  not  to  the 
politics  of  the  body  to  which  they  belong; 
yet  in  both  cafes  the  penalty  would  at- 
tach, becaufe  it  is  impoflible  to  diferimi- 
nate  them  in  drawing  the  bill.  It  feems 
alfo  not  confiftent  with  juftice,  to  point 
your  refentment  at  the  monarch,  for  an 
offence  committed  againft  your  rights  by 
the  deliberative  parts  of  our  conftitution,* 
in  which  he  muft  be  entirely  paffive  fince 
the  difufe  of  the  royal  negative.  It  is 
neceffary  alfo  to  take  care,  that,  in  your 
attempts  to  guard  againft  the  interpofition 
of  Great  Britain  in  Irifh  concerns,  you 
G may 
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may  not  do  towards  her  what  you  juftly 
inveigh  againft  in  your  own  cafe ; for  an 
Irifli  law,  prefcribing  to  the  Brithh  mo- 
narch in  what  manner  he  fhall  exercife 
his  prerogative  with  refpe£t  to  afts  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  will  undoubtedly  bear 
that  conftrudlion.  Thefe  are  matters  of 
intricate  and  nice  fpeculation,  v^hich  I 
hope  never  to  hear  difcuifed  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  becaufe  good-will  and 
gbod-humpur  never  can  arife  from  the 
difcuffion.  Allow  me  to  add,  that,  were+ 
the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  out  of  the 
queftion,  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous 
to  your  internal  peace,  than  to  unfettle  the 
minds,  of  the  people  on  the  fubjedl  of 
their  allegiance,  by  pointing  out  new  and 
conftruftive  cafes  of  forfeiture  in  the  crown. 
You  well  know  that  much  mifchief  has 
arifen  in  former  times,  from  the  heat  and 
violence  to  which  fimilar  dodtrines  gave 
occafion.  When  the  death  of  princes, 
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and  other  Inevitable  caufes,  produce  fuch 
a ftate  of  things,  it  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
v/ith  refignation ; but  to  encourage  it 
under  authority  of  parliament,  and  in  a 
cafe  which  does  not  require  that  particu* 
lar  fandlion,  will  I think  appear  to  you 
upon  mature  confideration  improper.  I 
fometimes  fee  in  print  congratulations  to 
Ireland,  on  the  revolution  of  1782,  and 
the  phrafe  is  not  ill  chofen,  as  to  a people 
eager  for  liberty,  and  mindful  of  their 
great  deliverer,  it  recals  the  memorable 
revolution  of  1688.  That  tranfadion  was 
original  in  its  nature,  it  remains  on  the 
page  of  hiftory  a lefTon  to  all  future  times, 
to  refped  the  rights  of  the  people.  It  refts 
on  its  own  merits,  and  appeals  to  no  for- 
mer. palTage  of  hiftory  for  its  juftification, 
but  as  it  was  above  all  law,  fo  no  law  has 
attempted  to  recognife  the  principles  by 
which  it  was  brought  about,  or  to  define 
the  cafes  in  which  allegiance  (hall  ceafe 
G 2 to 
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to  be  a duty,  and  refinance  become  juftl- 
fiable  in  the  fubjedt. 

High  as  the  pulfe  of  the  public  beat 
for  liberty  after  that  memorable  sera,  and 
anxious  as  the  nation  was  to  prevent  in 
future  the  mifchiefs  which  they  had  fo 
lately  efcaped,  yet  this  mode  of  obtaining 
fecurity  was  never  reforted  to.  The  par- 
liament abolifhed  the  dangerous  branches 
of  the  prerogative,  which  King  James  and 
his  predeceffors  had  abufed  3 they  reduced 
the  theory  of  our  conftitution  to  fuch 
clear  and  fixed  principles,  that  no  fovc- 
reign  could  err  in  future  but  by  defign. 
But  here  they  wifely  flopped  : if  they  ne- 
ver attempted  defining  the  cafes  in  which 
the  crown  fhould  again  be  forfeited,  I 
have  a right  to  conclude,  that  they  re- 
garded the  expedient  as  unnecelTary  or 
dangerous  3 unnecejfary^  becaufe  when  the 
meafure  of  oppreffion  is  full,  the  fubjedl 
will  feek  his  fafety  in  refiftance,  whether 
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Invited  to  it  by  an  aft  of  parliament  or 
not : dangerous^  inafmuch  as  it  furnithes 
pretences  to  revolt  and  diiobedience,which 
the  beft  governments  in  hiftory  have  been' 
fhaken  by,- as  well  as  the  worft,  and  which 
never  rife  to  fo  formidable  an  height  as 
when  coloured  by  fome  miftaken  prin- 
ciple of  the  conftitution. 

If  I err  in  the  fentiments  I have  juft 
offered,  you  will  not  think  the  error  a 
very  blamable  one,  into  which  I have 
been  led  by  my  regard  to  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution.  I have  ftated  the 
more  ftrongly  my  objeftions  to  the  bill  in 
queftion,  or  rather  to  the  particular  mode 
by  which  it  was  propofed  to  enforce  itj, 
becaufe  I (hould  be  forry  that  your 
thoughts  and  attention  were  diverted  from 
a meafure  which  I think  both  fafe  and 
prafticable  to  one,  which  perhaps  you 
ought  not  to  defire,  and  which  you  might 
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be  unable  to  attain,  Befides,  the  idea  of 
this  bill  is  founded  on  a prelumption,  that 
Ireland  has  not  fufficiently  afferted  her 
rights  j in  that  refpedt  it  is  impoffible  to 
add  to  what  has  been  done.  But  the  af- 
fertion  of  a party  in  his  own  caufe,  is  not 
equal  to  the  admiffion  of  his  adverfary  : 
Ireland  may  for  ever  proteft  againft  the 
claim,  but  no  renunciation  of  it  can  be 
effedtual  which  does  not  proceed  from 
Great-Britain  ; this  is  the  meafure  which 
I have  at  heart,  becaufe  I know  if  Great 
Britain  unequivocally  fpeaks  out,  fhe  will 
not  at  any  future  moment  violate  her 
engagement.  I am  confident  men’s 
minds  were  fully  prepared  for  this  very 
meafure  in  the  hft  feffion  of  parliament ; 
I arn  confident  it  would  have  been  aflent- 
ed  to,  had  the  claim  been  made  by  thofe 
who  had  authority  to  do  fo  in  your  be- 
half. If  you  are  difappointed  that  it  did 
not  take  place,  do  not  attribute  to 
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want  of  fincerity  in  us  what  arofe 
from  inadvertency  in  fome  of  you. 
Great  Britain  was  as  well  diipofed  as  one 
country  can  be,  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of 
another  j but  it  was  too  much  to  expedt 
of  her  to  give  more  to  Ireland  than  Ire- 
land feemed  to  require ; nor  if  you  were 
fatisfied  with  a weaker  fecurity  for  your 
liberties,  was  it  her  bufinefs  to  obtrude  a 
more  effedlual  one  upon  you.  Depend 
upon  it  the  error  lay  here.  Great-Bri- 
tain  being  willing  to  concede  the  fub- 
ftance,  never  meant  to  difpute  with  you 
about  the  mode ; that  was  the  bufinefs 
of  the  minifters  to  prepare,  and  parlia- 
ment took  it  upon  truft  that  they  .would 
not  recommend  any  meafure  which 
fhould  fail  of  giving  complete  fatisfac- 
tion ; for  the  univerfal  defire  of  our  Houfe 
of  Commons  was  to  clofe  for  ever  the 
account  with  Ireland.  If  then  perfeft 
freedom  was  laft  year  within  your  reach, 
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why  fliould  It  be  lefs  fo  now  ? In  no 
material  circurnftance  is  the  flate  of 
things  altered ; Great-Britain  flill  ftrug- 
gles  againft  an  hoft  of  enemies,  fometimes 
with  fuccefs,  but  always  with  honor,  an 
objeft  of  greater  admiration  in  her  dif- 
trefs,  than  in  the  fulleft  career  of  her  for- 
mer vidories.  At  home  indeed  another 
revolution  has  happened,  and  that  admi- 
niflration  is  at  an  end,  whofe  power, 
whofe  abilities,  and  whofe  popularity, 
Mr.  Flood  fuppofed  would  give  an  ad- 
vantage againft  Ireland  in  the  difcuftion 
of  a queftion  of  right.  If  a partial  and 
imperfed  fatisfadion  given  to  Ireland  has 
produced  the  vote  of  a large  army,  and 
an  addition  of  twenty  thoufand  feamen 
to  the  navy,  it  muft  enfure  the  continu- 
ance of  that  policy  in  Great  Britain, 
which  in  the  outlet  has  fo  fully  anfwered 
her  expedations.  To  talk  of  a civil 
war,  as  the  poffible  confequence  of  the 
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meafure  recommended  in  your  addrefs,  is 
highly  injurious  to  the  Britifh  chara(5ler. 
Do  we  accept  with  cordiality  and  grati- 
tude your  generous  exertions  for  our  re- 
lief, and  becaufe  you  require  to  be  clearly 
and  unequivocally  free,  can  we  Iiarbour  a 
wifli  to''^  your  prejudice  ? I will  hazard 
my  opinion  very  freely  5 whenever  the 
minifters  of  Great-Britain  feel  that  it  is 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, that  a clear  renunciation  of  her 
legiflative  authority  (hould  take  place, 
they  will  bring  forward  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  that  purpofe.  Great- 
Britain  cannot  make  a cheaper  facri- 
fice,  for  fhe  furrenders  only  a vexa- 
tious claim,  which  no  honed:  minifter 
will  think  himfelf  warranted  to  ad  upon, 
and  which  no  wife  one  will  dare  to  em- 
ploy. To  you,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
every  thing  which  makes  exiftence  a 
bleffing,  it  involves  your  prefent  interefts, 
H and 
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and  thofe  of  your  lateft  pofterity ; com- 
prehends equally  the  two  great  objeds  of 
property  and  perfonal  liberty,  and  as  far 
as  any  human  arrangement  can  do  fo,  it 
binds  the  two  kingdoms  for  ever  to  each 
other  by  a firm  conhpad  to  which  each 
may  appeal,  and  which  never  can  be 
miftaken.  With  this  fecurity  in  your 
hands,  could  Lord  Abingdon’s  bill  pro- 
duce the  fmalleft  ferment  among  you  ? 
but  till  you  have  attained  it,  anxiety  and 
doubt  muft  for  ever  prevail ; every  cuf- 
tom-houfe  regulation  will  be  an  objed  of 
your  jealoufy,  and  every  minifter’s  words 
refpeding  Ireland,  a matter  of  moment 
to  your  happinefs.  The  people  will  not 
for  ever  bear  fo  uneafy  a ftate  of  fufpenfe. 
The  period  of  a general  eledion  is  not  ve- 
ry remote,  they  will  then  naturally  en- 
quire, what  meafures  are  wanting  for 
their  further  fecurity,  and  enforce  thofe 
meafures  upon  the  new  parliament ; but 
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that  moment  may  perhaps  not  be  fo  pro* 
pitious  as  the  important  one  you  now 
have  in  your  power,  and  which  fleets 
away  unnoticed  and  unimproved.  If  there 
is  one  political  profpcdt  to  which  I look 
with  peculiar  pleafure,  it  is  the  rifing 
greatnefs  of  a country  to  which  I,  and 
thofe  who  belong  to  me,  have  long  been 
indebted  for  almofl:  every  advantage 
which  they  poflTefs,.  I am  aware,  that 
fcarcely  an  event  can  happen  to  blot  and 
mar  that  flattering  profpedt  but  a conflidl 
with  Great  Britain.  Let  no  man,  how- 
ever he  may  flight  my  abilities,  think  fo 
ill  of  my  heart,  as  to  fuppofe  that  I (hould 
not  deprecate  fuch  a conflifl:  as  the  great- 
eft-  perfonal  calamity.  I folemnly  de- 
clare, that  the  meafure  recommended  in 
this  letter,  appears  to  me  the  fureft  me- 
thod of  guarding  againft  it.  My  ardent 
wifh  is  to  preferve  for  ever  the  connexion 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  make  them 
■ “ . Hz  fub- 
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fubfervient  to  each  other’s  profperity  ; but 
I know  that  the  only  connexion  which 
can  be  lading  between  them  is  a con- 
nexion of  freedom,  a connexion  of  com- 
mon intereft,  a connexion  of  mutual  be- 
nefits, and  not  a connexion  of  power. 

I have  now  done,  and  (hall  make  no 
apology  for  the  length  of  my  letter,  which 
I have  obtruded  on  you  unalked  j the 
common  intereft  which  attaches  us  to  the 
fame  caufe,  muft  be  my  excufe.-  I defirc 
to  lead  no  man’s  opinion,  but  I have  a 
right  to  declare  my  own.  My  condudt 
fhall  be  implicitly  diredted  by  that  which 
the  Irifti  nation  (hall  think  fit  to  purfue:  if 
(he  (hall,  upon  mature  refleftion, determine 
to  leave  the  great  queftion  ofher  rights  in 
its  prefent  fituation,  my  lips  (hall  be  dot- 
ed on  the  fubjeeft  for  ever.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  the  fentiments  which  you  have 
declared  ftiall  fpread,  as  I (ufpecS  they 

will. 


( Si  ) 

will,  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom ; 
if  it  (hall  become  the  univerfal  fenfe  to 
make  one  more,  and  I hope  a final  eiFort 
for  a fcttlement  with  Great  Britain,  no 
zeal,  no  energy  (hall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  contribute  to  its  fuccefs ; convinc- 
ed, as  I have  long  been,  that  by  adhering 
to  that  line  of  condudt,  I (hall  difeharge 
the  double  duty  which  I owe  to  my  fove- 
reign  and  to  my  country. 
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Uew  Puhlicationi  printed  for  John  DbbrItt, 
{Succejfor  to  Mr.  Almon,)  oppoftte  Burlington^ 
houfe^  in  Piccadilly. 

This  Day  is  puhlijhedy 

In  Four  Volumes,  half-bound  and  lettered,  pr.  il.  ns.  , 
£Containing,  befides  the  Debates,  all  the  Reports  made 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Accounts, 
with  the  Appendix  at  length  to  each 
Report;  containing  the  Examinations  of  all  the 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  which  are  no  where 
elfe  to  be  bought.  All  the  interefting  Letters  and 
Papers  concerning  the  Surrender  of  Lord  Corn- 
' WALLIS  : with  four  very  material  Letters  between 
his  Lordfhip  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  which 
were  not  laid  before  Parliament. — All  the  authentic 
Letters  and  Papers  concerning  the  Management  of 
our  Naval  Affairs.  The  important  Report 
made  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  End  of  the  Seflion,  with 
the  Appendix  complete.  And  every  other  Paper  of 
Confequence  laid  upon  the  Tables  of  both  Houfes 
during  the  Seflion] 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER,  for 
laft  Seflion,  complete ; containing  the  fulleft, 
moft  accurate,  and  moft  impartial  Account  of  all  the 
Debates  in  both  Houfes  of.  Parliament;  revifed  and 
collated  with  the  Notes  of  feveral  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. Numbers  LVl,  LVll,  and  LVIII,  being  Num- 
bers XXVII,  XXVUI,  and  XXIX,  of  the  Second 
Seflion  publiflied  this  day,  conclude  the  Debates  and 
Papers  of  the  laft  Seflion.  Number  I.  of  the  approach- 
ing Seflion,  will  be  publiftied  on  Monday  the  Se- 
cond of  December,  1782. 

Thofe  Gentlemen  who  want  any  particular 
Numbers  to  complete  their  fets,  are  earneftly  defired 
to  order  them  as  foon  as  poflible. 


Of 


New  Publications  printed  far  John  Debrett. 

Of  whom  may  be  had,  the  laft  Parliament,  from  the 
General  Election  in  November,  1 774,  to  the  Diflblu- 
tion,  in  1780,  in  17  volumes,  half-bound  and  lettered, 
price  Six  Guineas,  • . 

The  Firft.Seffion  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  in  four 
vols.  half-bound  and  lettered,  price  il.  iis. 

In  Two  Volumes  Oftavo,  price  8s*  fewed, 
[Printed  in  the  fame  fize  and  manner  as  the  PARLIA- 
MENTARY REGISTER,  to  which  they  may  be 

confidered'as  a proper  Supplement] 

The  Reports  of  the  SECRET  and  SELECT 
COMMITTEES,  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  enquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the- War  in  the 
Carnatic;  and  the  ftate  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 
in  the  Provinces  of  BENGAL,  BAHAR  and  ORISSA; 
which  were  made  during  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament; 
and  having  been  efteemed  not  only  the  moft  authentic, 
but  the  moft  interefting  papers  upon  thefe  important 
fubjeiSIs,  they  have,  at  the  defire  of  feveral  Gentlemen, 
been  feparately  printed,  for  the  convenience  of  all  thofe, 
w'ho  wilh  to  be  thoroughly  and  authentically  informed 
of  the  ftate  of  arrairs  in  India ; or  who  wifti  to  tranfmit 
to  their  friends  abroad  fuch  papers,  as  cannot  fail  to 
excite,  as  well  as  to  gratify,  the  moft  natural  curiofity* 

The  EARL  of  ABINGDON^s  two  late 
SPEECHES  in  the  HOUSE  of  LORDS,  upon  the 
AFFAIRS  of  IRELAND,  with  his  Lordftiip’s  cele- 
brated Bill  upon  the  Occafion.  Price  6d, 

A CoIleSIion  of  State  Papers  relative  to  the  firft 
Acknowledgment  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  the  Reception  ©f  their 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  by  their  High  MightinelTes 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands.  To 


New  'Public  at  tom  printed  for  John  DeIsretT^ 

'which  is  prefixed  the  Political  Chara61:er  of  John 
Adams,  Ambafiador  Plenipotentiary  from  the  States 
of  North  America  to  their  High  Mightinefles.  By  an 
American.  Likewife  an  Efl'ay  on  Canon  and  Feudal 
Law,  By  John  Adams,  Efq.  Price  as. 

An  INQUIRY  into  the  MANNERS,  TASTE,' 
and  AiMUSEMENTS,  of  the  two  laft  Centuries  iii 
ENGLAND.  By  JOHN  ANDREWS,  LL.  D. 
Price  Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence,  fewed. 

An  ANSWER  to  the  DIS(^UIS[TION  on  GO- 
VERNMENT and  CIVIL  LIBERTY,  in  a Letter 
to  the  Author  of  Difquifuions  on  Several  Subjects. 
Price  IS, 

The  SPEECH  of  the  Right  Hon.  CHARLES 
James  fox,  at  a General  Meeting  of  the  EIe61:ors 
of  Weftminfter,  aflembled  in  Weftminller-halJ,  July 
17,  1782,  in  which  are  given  the  reafons  for  his  with- 
drawing himfelf  from  the  Cabinet ; alfo  an  account  of 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  on  that  day.  Taken  iii 
Short-Hand  by  Mr.  Blanchard,  llluftrated  with  an 
elegant  and  corre£l:  likenefs  of  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
Fox.  Price  is. 

The  DEAN  and  the  SC^UIRE  : a POLITICAL 
ECLOGUE,  hurhbly  dedicated  to  Soame  Jenyns, 
Efq.  by  the  Author  of  the  Heroic  Epiftle  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Chambers,  &c.  5cC.  4th  edition,  with  additions. 
Price  IS.  6d. 

LUCUBRATIONS  during  a fhort  Recefs,  by 

, Efq.  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of 

• . In  this  Pamphlet  is  given  an  account  of 

the  prefent  Reprefentation  of  the  People  ; the  different 
plans  for  rendering  that  Reprefentation  more  complete, 
and  the  time  when  each  County,  City,  and  Borough, 
hrff  fent  Reprefentatives  to  Parliament.  Price  is.  6d, 

1 A COM- 


Kew  Publications  printed  for  John  Debrett* 

A COMPANION  to  the  ROYAL  K ALENDAR; 
for  the  Year  1783  *•  being  a Lift  of  all  the  Changes  in 
Adminiftration,  from  the  Acceflion  of  the  prefent 
King,  in  October  1760,  to  the  prefent  Time.  To 
which  is  prefixed  a Lift  of  the  late  and  prefent  Houfe 
of  Commons,  (hewing  the  Changes  made  in  the  Mem^ 
bers  of  Parliament,  by  the  General  Election  in  Sep- 
tember 1780;  with  the  Names  of  the  Candidates 
where  the  Eledfions  were  contefted,  the  Numbers 
polled,  and  the  Decifions  fince  made  by  the  Seledl: 
Committees.  Alfo  the  Dates  when  each  City  and 
Borough  firft  fent  Reprefentatives  to  Parliament,  the 
Right  of  Election  in  each  Place,  and  the  fuppofed 
Number  of  V^oters.  The  I'hirty- Second  Edition, 
To  which  is  added  a complete  Index  of  Names.  Pr,  is. 

This  Companion  is  printed  in  the  fame  Size  as 
the  Royal  Kalendar,  and  they  may  always  be  had 
bound  together,  with  or  without  an  Almanack. 

an  ESSAY  on  the  NATURE  of  a LOAN. 
Being  an  In-trod uilion  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts.  Price  6d. 

A HINT  to  a PAERIOT  PARLIAMENT. 

Price  6d. 

BLaKE’s  Remarks  on  Commodore  Johnftone’s 
Account  of  his  Engagement  with  Monfieur  de  Suf- 
frein,  in  Fort  Piaya  Road,  in  the  Bland  of  St.  Jago, 
April  16,  1781.  A new  edition,  to  which  is  prefixed 
a Letter  from  Blake  to  the  Commodore,  and  a Plan  of 
the  Harbour,  Scc.  Price  is. 

An  Authentic  Narrative  of  a Voyage  performed  by 
Capt.  Cook  and  Capt.  Clerke,  in  his  Majefty’s  (hips 
the  Refolution  and  Difeovery,  during  the  years  1776, 
^777’  ^77^5  177^5  1780.  By  W.  ELLIS,  Af- 

fiftant  Surgeon  to  both  VefTels,  In  two  vols.  8vo.' 

‘ ‘ ' ‘ ’ price^ 


New  'Publications  printed  for  John  Debrett. 

price  I2S,  in  boards,  embellifhed  with  a chart,  and 
twenty-one  elegant  views  and  portraits,  engraved  by- 
Collier,  Heath,  Walker,  &c.  from  drawings  by  the 
Author. 

A Seaman’s  Remarks  on  the  Britifh  Ships  of  the 
Line,  from  the  ift  of  January  1758,  to  the  ift  of  Ja- 
nuary 1782,  with  fome  Occafional  Obfervations  on 
the  Fleets  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  Price  6d. 

Original  MINUTES  of  the  Governor-General  and 
Council  of  Fort  William,  on  the  Settlement  and  Col- 
ledfion  of  the  Revenues  of  Bengal ; with  a Plan  of 
Settlement,  recommended  to  the  Court  of  Diredfors 
in  January  1776.  By  Philip  Francis,  Efq.  price  7s.  6d. 

Extraa  of  an  ORIGINAL  LETTER  from  CAL- 
CUTTA, relative  to  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  by 
Sir  Elijah  Impey.  Price  is.  6d. 

ORIGINAL  MINUTES  of  the  Governor-General 
of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  on  the  Appointment  re- 
commended and  carried  by  Mr.  Haftings,  in  Oaober 
1780,  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  to  be  Judge  of  the  Sudder 
Dewanney  Adawlet,  with  a falary  of  five  thoufand  fix 
hundred  Sicca  rupees  a month,  or  feven  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  four  {hillings  per  an- 
num. Price  IS. 
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